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EŧŧćũƥĭŞ 
Hear these words from Matthew  and know that  

God is with us as a congregation, as a nation, and  

as individuals.  

 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God      

is with us."  (Matthew 1:23) 

The announcement that ĨGod is with usĩ brings me 

great comfort and joy. It declares that in Jesus, God 

has come to experience and share in my human story 

- to cry with me when IĦm sad, to celebrate with me 

when good things are happening, and to walk beside 

me along the journey of life. The fact that ĨGod is 

with usĩ means that God stands with me and for me 

in every aspect of my life. It means that I am never 

alone! 

The promise that ĨGod is with usĩ brings hope to    

our nation and to the world as we face the challenges 

ahead of us. Some of us may be fearful, others may 

be hopeful, while still others somewhere in between 

as we wonder what the future brings. Knowing that 

ĨGod is with usĩ in our ever-changing society helps 

us to face confusion, anxiety, and uncertainty with 

peaceful courage and a bold commitment to Ĩdo 

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 

Godĩ (Micah 6:8). 

 

 

The assurance that ĨGod is with usĩ brings optimism 

to our congregation. God has been, is, and continues 

to be with the people of God who called St. Philip 

their faith community. Through all the ups and 

downs of life in this congregation GodĦs faithfulness 

and steadfast love has always been with us. Sure, 

there were times when things were tough, yet God 

never abandoned us. God planted this congregation 

more than 50 years ago and God will continue to 

nurture and care for it. God has gifted us with 

everything we need to be about the mission and 

ministry that God gives us.  

As we wrap up 2016 and consider the new year, 

several questions come to mind: How will you more 

fully live in the announcement, promise, and 

assurance that God is with you? In what ways, will 

you share in the ministry that God has given us? Is 

there something you can do, or something you can 

give right now that will help St. Philip live more fully 

in the announcement, promise, and assurance that 

God is with us? 

Resting in the love of the God who is with us, 

 

 

Êƞɝ ÀŇŌŞŌƊ tƥƞŇĭƍćũ 9ŇƥƍġŇ  ĭƾƔŞĭƞƞĭƍ 
?ĭġĭŧĠĭƍ ȠȞȟȤ 
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ùŲƥũŀ  ħƥŞƞ tƥũġŇ 
All young adults are invited to lunch with Vicar 
Molly on Sunday, December 11th at 12:30.   
We will meet at Carolina Ale House  
(just down the road, 4512 Falls of 
Neuse Rd.) for food and fellowship!  
We will spend time getting to know 
each other, as well as envision what 
Young Adult Ministry might look 
like here at St. Philip. 
Contact Vicar Molly at Vicar@st-philip.org , if you 
have questions. Hope to see you there! 

 
 
 

 ŞŞ }ŌħħŞĭ ˊ _ŌŀŇ ÊġŇŲŲŞ ùŲƥƞŇ ćƍĭ dũƽŌƞĭħ 
Its time to get registered for the LYO Assembly! 
The Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO) Assembly  
will be on February 24Ĥ26, 
2017.  It is held in Greensboro 
every year and includes music, 
worship, speakers, and breakout 
sessions with LOTS of other 
Lutheran youth in North 
Carolina.  
 

Registration deadline is January 5th. 
 

The cost for this weekend is $50. , St. Philip will be                               
paying $87 of every youth registration. 
 

§ We will meet at St. Philip at 5:30 on Friday, 2/24 

§ We will stop for dinner along the way and there 
will be snack purchasing opportunities 
throughout the weekend so be sure to send extra 
money with your youth. 

§ We will return to St. Philip by the end of 11:00 
service on Sunday, 2/26! 

§ Please RSVP to Cathryn  by January 5th to 
Cathryn@st-philip.org  

ÊŇćƍŌũŀ Ōũ }ŌũŌƔƞƍǄ 
A holiday tradition that my family started when I 
was growing up was counting Christmas trees.  
Anytime we would be heading home from 
somewhere when it was dark, like the store or a 
church dinner, we would each try to guess how many 
Christmas trees we would see before we turned into 
our driveway.  There were only a few rules to this 
little game.  One ģ the tree had to be inside 
someoneĦs house.  Two ģ the tree had to be lit up.  
Whoever guessed closest to the number of trees we 
counted was crowned the winner.  They would stay 
the winner until we were driving home from 
somewhere else.   

I remember peering outside the cold van windows, 
smearing away my foggy breath, and hoping to count 
more glistening trees (I usually over guessedĮby a 
long shot).  It was always exciting to see trees 
glowing inside of houses when all was tranquil, chilly, 
and frosty outside.   

The shimmering trees stood out amongst the 
darkness that we drove through night after night.  
Some houses had their tree up right after 
Thanksgiving, but the number of trees my family 
counted grew and grew as we inched closer to 
Christmas Day.   

It is in this season of Advent where we wait for baby 
Jesus to be born amongst the darkness of the world.  
We wait by shopping, stressing over decorations, 
and having anxiety about our family coming to visit.  
ItĦs a month full of tension!  But in his birth, Jesus 
brings a light of hope into the world.  This is a hope 
to turn around the darkness we are far too familiar 
with.  Like the trees that shine brightly in the 
windows through the night, Jesus brings a ray of 
hope into our busy lives.  We look to Jesus for hope 
and healing amongst our chaotic world.  Advent is 
about waiting, counting, and anticipating the days 
until Jesus is born.  We long for our Savior to be 
here, to be a beacon of hope for us all, because we 
desperately need this light in our lives.  We read in 
JohnĦs Gospel that Ĩthe light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.ĩ  I pray that 
everyone clings to the sure hope of the light of our 
coming Lord during this busy, stressful, and 
sometimes dark, Advent season.   

GodĦs Peace,  
Vicar Molly 

dũƽŌƞĭ 

mailto:cathryn@st-philip.org
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9ŇƍŌƔƞŧćƔ Eƽĭ ćƞ Êƞɝ ÀŇŌŞŌƊ 
As you drive into the parking lot --  
 your eyes capture the warm glow of lighted candles shining through the windowsĮ 

When you walk up the paved brick entry --  
 your ears catch phrases of seasonal carols accompanied in a variety of ways, some played on the 
church organ, others from the piano, and still others from guitar and drumsĮ 

 Inside the Sanctuary and in Kepley Hall surrounded by intergenerational worshippers -- 
           your voice joins in singing Christmas hymns, some classics that have been cherished through 
centuries and others more recent contributions to our Christmas celebration. 
 

EćġŇ ŲĿ ƞŇĭ ƞŇƍĭĭ ƔĭƍƽŌġĭƔ Ųũ 9ŇƍŌƔƞŧćƔ Eƽĭ ƾŌŞŞ Ġĭ ƥũŌƌƥĭɗ 

At the 4:00 pm service, weĦll begin outside with a live nativity. WeĦll welcome 
Farmer Mary from Winterpast Farm in Wake Forest who will be bringing a ram, 
some goats, and maybe even a sheep or two. Ba Ba the Ram is featured in the 
photo! Arrive about 3:30 so that you can interact with the animals. Children will 
be invited to wear a simple costume as we tell the story of the birth of Christ.   

Following the nativity story, weĦll follow Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus into 
the Sanctuary where weĦll sing more carols, celebrate Holy Communion, and 
conclude the service with candle lighting and the singing of ĨSilent Night.ĩ  

The 7:00 pm contemporary worship service will be held in Kepley Hall. The 
Christmas Gospel will be shared through readings, familiar carols, and by more 
recent contributions to the repertoire of Christmas music led by the Crossing musicians. The service 
will include the celebration of Holy Communion and will conclude with candle lighting and the singing 
of ĨSilent Night.ĩ 

The a 9:00 pm traditional worship service will be held in the Sanctuary. The Christmas Gospel will 
include many of the most revered sacred hymns and carols celebrating our SaviorĦs birth. With music 
led from the organ, seasonal choral anthems will be offered by Voices of Praise Adult Choir. The service 
will include the celebration of Holy Communion and will conclude with candle lighting and the singing 
of ĨSilent Night.ĩ 

 ù¨Úɘ ǄŲƥƍ ĿćŧŌŞǄɘ ǄŲƥƍ ĿƍŌĭũħƔɯ 
ćƍĭ ŌũƽŌƞĭħ ƞŲ ƾŲƍƔŇŌƊ ćũħ ĭǃƊĭƍŌĭũġĭ ƞŇĭ ćŀĭŞĭƔƔ 9ŇƍŌƔƞŧćƔ ŧĭƔƔćŀĭ 

ćƞ Ųũĭ ŲĿ ƞŇĭ ƾŲƍƔŇŌƊ ƔĭƍƽŌġĭƔ Ųũ ?ĭġĭŧĠĭƍ ȠȢƞŇɝ 

9ŇƍŌƔƞŧćƔ ?ćǄ ˊ  ĭƾ ùĭćƍɾƔ ?ćǄ óŲƍƔŇŌƊ ćƞ Êƞɝ ÀŇŌŞŌƊ 
ÊƥũħćǄƔɘ ?ĭġĭŧĠĭƍ ȠȣƞŇ́ pćũƥćƍǄ ȟƔƞćƞ ȟȞɗȞȞ ćŧ 

WeĦll worship together at one service on these days celebrating our Lord Jesus ChristĦs birth! 
Come to pray, praise, and partake in Holy Communion. 



п 

óŲƍƔŇŌƊ 

ÊƥũħćǄ }ŲƍũŌũŀƔ ćƞ Êƞɝ ÀŇŌŞŌƊ 
 8:45ĤCrossing Contemporary  
Worship with Holy Communion 

 
10:00ĤSunday School for All Ages 

 
11:00ĤTraditional Worship  
with Holy Communion 

 
Be sure to invite a friend, 
 neighbor or co-worker! 

 8Şƥĭ 9ŇƍŌƔƞŧćƔ ÊĭƍƽŌġĭ 
ÊƥũħćǄɘ ?ĭġĭŧĠĭƍ ȟȦ ćƞ ȥɗȞȞ Ɗɝŧɝ 
Not everyone feels like celebrating during the Christmas season. 
The joyous and hectic days surrounding the celebration of 
Christmas can sometimes magnify the feelings of grief, sadness, 
depression, loneliness, anxiety, fear and loss. Even those who are 
not struggling with losses may feel the stress of preparations and 
expectations around Christmas. It may be that the blue of the 
Advent season (which symbolizes hope) is the very remedy we 
need for what makes us feel "blue" at Christmas. 
 

This service of longing and hope comforts us in the midst of the 
often competing emotions of anticipation and heartache, joy and 
sorrow. Everyone who is seeking release from the burdens of this 
season, respite from the hectic pace, and relief from the 
sometimes overwhelming preparations for Christmas is invited 
to this Blue Christmas worship service which will be held on 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

 ħƽĭũƞ 
We are now in the time of Advent!   

This year, we celebrated the ńrst Sunday of Advent on November 27th.  You will 
begin to see blue in our worship space ģ a color suggesting hope.   

This is a season full of longing and waiting for our Lord Jesus to be born.  Not only 
do we anticipate the birth of a new baby, but we also have great hope for change in 
the world as a result of God walking with us.  We are eager for a world where GodĦs 
justice and mercy reign over the brokenness and hatred, and Advent slowly 
changes this darkness into light as we await our Savior.  The world is being reborn 
and God is on the way! 

 

ÀƍĭƊćƍŌũŀ 
Sunday, December 4th  

The Crossing Contemporary service at 8:45, will decorate a Jesse tree with ornaments symbolizing 
the story of redemption from creation through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The 
Jesse tree is named from Isaiah 11:1  A shoot shall come out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots.  Jesse was the father of King David. 
  
The Traditional service at 11:00, will include the decorating of a Chrismon tree. The Chrismons 
used represent any of the 600 names or titles of Jesus Christ.  Join in worship through scripture 
and song for the telling of the story of the life, work and meaning of the life of Jesus Christ.    
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óćŌƞŌũŀ ĿŲƍ ćũd òdÔ Ôd¨ ƞŲ ƔŌũŀ 
9ŇƍŌƔƞŧćƔ Eƽĭ ȠȞȟȤɞ 

_ĭƍĭ Ōƞ ŌƔɚɚɚɚ 
If you love to sing and would like to share your vocal talents with 

the {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ±ƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ tǊŀƛǎŜ /ƘƻƛǊΣ 

¸h¦ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǊŘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƴƎ ²95b9{5!¸ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ тΥолΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΗ 

vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚΚΚ ¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ aŀǊŎƛŀ Y-. ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ ƳŀǊŎƛŀƪōϪǎǘ-ǇƘƛƭƛǇΦƻǊƎ 

   w9{9w±9 ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consider exploring your musical gifts  
No age limit! No experience necessary! 
OnlyĮa heart willing to serve through GodĦs incredible gift of Music Ministry! 

 

ÃĭŇĭćƍƔćŞƔ ćƍĭ ŲũóĭħũĭƔħćǄƔ 

6:45-7:15 pmĤ Joyful Noise Kidz Choir (Music Room) 
7:30-8:40 pmĤVoices of Praise Adult Choir (Sanctuary) 

9ŇŌŞħƍĭũɾƔ }ƥƔŌġ 
Kids of ALL ages are invited to become members of the 

JOYFUL NOISE KIDZ CHOIR 
What do we do? 
WeĮ 
ÏSing Christian Songs (old and new) 

 ÏLearn Multiple-Languages (German, French, Italian) 

ÏPlay a Variety of Percussion Instruments 

ÏBuild Fellowship through Weekly Discussion Time 

ÏParticipate as Musical Leaders in Sunday Worship Services 

When do we meet? 
 Each WEDNESDAY evening from 6:45-7:15 pm in the Music Room! 
Want more information?  
 Contact Marcia (Ms. K-B, the music lady) at marciakb@st-philip.org    

mailto:marciakb@st-philip.org
mailto:marciakb@st-philip.org


с 

K - 5 th  Grade  
tALMOSTu LOCK IN  

December 9th   
 

Come hang out with super cool camp counselors 
from Camp  Agapé playing games, singing songs, 
faith talking, and learning more about camp.  

Then itĦs Glitter Fest!! WeĦll be making 
ornaments and baking cookies to take out caroling 
on Dec. 17th!! 

Drop OffĒ7 pm 
In Luther HallĜ.come already fed! 

 

 
Parents are welcome to drop off  

or stick around! 
Pick up is 10 pm in Luther Hall 

}ĭũɾƔ ÀƥĠ }ŌũŌƔƞƍǄ 
Men's Pub Ministry is an opportunity for men 
in the congregation to meet and socialize once 
a month. We select places where we can talk 
and have a beer or other beverage and, 
perhaps, a meal. We also provide service to the 
church and community.  

Watch your email and the Sunday Body 
Building News for the next meeting date & 
place. 

All men are welcome, we 
hope to see you there! 

 

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  C L A S S E S 

  F O R  E V E R Y O N E !  
A l l   C l a s s e s  Me e t :  10:00Ĥ10:45 

 

¶ 0-2 year olds: Nursery is offered during the 
SS hour. 

¶ 2Ħs-PreK: Meet in the blue room, Ed. Bldg. 

¶ K-2nd: Meet in the red room, Ed. Bldg. 

¶ 3rd-5th: Meet in the purple room, Ed. Bldg. 

¶ Conńrmation (6th-7th): Basement, Ed. Bldg. 

¶ Post-Conńrmation (8th-12th): Meet in the 
basement, Ed. Bldg. Real life faith talk in a 
spiritually and emotionally safe setting.   

¶ Augsburg Class (adult):  Library 
       The Augsburg class explores Bible study             
        with rotating facilitators. 
¶ Faith & Fellowship (adult): Luther Hall 
        Faith & Fellowship is a class geared around        
        discussion, with rotating facilitators, focusing   
        on varying topics throughout the year. 

 ƥƍƞƥƍĭ 

óŲŧĭũɾƔ WĭŞŞŲƾƔŇŌƊ XƍŲƥƊ 
We will combine our November & December 
dinner dates to December 6th. The meeting 
place is Driftwood Southern Kitchen on Falls 
of Neuse in Lafayette Village.  
We hope you will join us on Tuesday 
December 6th at 6:30 pm! 

Co o kies with Sa nta 
                                               Friday, December 9th                    

                                  11-1:00 

   St. Philip Preschool will be  
   getting a visit from  Santa!   
   This will be a time for our  
   preschool families as well as 
   families that might be  
interested in attending the preschool to come see 
Santa and have a picture taken, eat some cookies, 
play games and take a tour of the classrooms! 
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High School/College Youth Lock In  
December 29th, 7pm - TBD 

 

All high school and college aged youth are invited to come hang out 
during Christmas break!    

Come late, leave early, enjoy the whole thing!   
_m´l(tw~m(|w({mm(¢w}(ivl(|w(om|(zmkwvvmk|ml)))(( 

RSVP to Cathryn at cathryn@st -philip.org !  

^w§÷¦ġY¢ġUz¥{¦§ s¦ġUs¥¢~{¡y333 
Save the date! On December 17th at 10:00 am, let us all gather to spread joy 

and raise our voices to lift up the spirits of homebound members of  

St. Philip along with folks in local nursing facilities.   

We will meet in Luther Hall at 10:00 to get organized.  Then weĦll go out in 

groups to make singing visits.  Please let Cathryn know if you are interested 

in joining us at cathryn@st-philip.org.  

Calling All Middle School Youth
  
      Who?  6th-8th Graders 

      What?   A night of fellowship and fun 

      Where?  Drop off at St. Philip at 7pm  

             and pick up at 10pm. 

      When?  Friday, Dec. 2nd 7-10:00pm 

      Why?  Cuz itĦs fun! 

mailto:cathryn@st-philip.org
mailto:cathryn@st-philip.org



